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Purpose 

1. Update on cases, hospitalisations, mortality and testing

2. Focus on surveillance and outbreak response

3. Conclusions



Update on cases, hospitalisations and 
mortality



Recovery trial results
CTICCThusong Brackengate

Integrated testing, case, hospitalisation and mortality trends
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COVID-19 case reporting trends in the Western Cape

No further increase in new cases per day

26 Oct: 233/d 2 Nov: 
192/d



COVID-19 testing trends in the Western Cape

20,000 tests 
per week;

~87% in 
public sector

% positive

Last wk: 11%
Now:  <10%
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City of Cape Town – 10 wastewater treatment plants

*Note: RNA copies categories adjusted weekly, according to the inter quartile range.

SAMRC COVID- 19 AND WASTEWATER EARLY WARNING SYSTEM 

Triangulating with waste-water surveillance

2 November19 October

Athlone

SD



Week-on-week changes in reproductive number (cases)

Rt based on cases
(Source L Rossouw: https://lrossouw.github.io/covid-19/estimating_r_za.html#459_Western_Cape)



Excess deaths update



Focus on surveillance and outbreak 
response



Surveillance Process

Heightened Vigilance

Identify patterns that suggest outbreaks

Confirm patterns using data and local knowledge

Activate a multisectoral response



More detailed trends in cases by district in Metro

Most sub-districts decreasing or flattening but increases in Khayelitsha; 
numbers small

26 Oct: 142/d

2 Nov: 
116/d



More detailed trends in cases by sub-district outside Metro

26 Oct: 85/d

2 Nov: 
68/d



A closer look at active cases in the Garden Route
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Bitou George Hessequa Kannaland
Knysna Mossel Bay Oudtshoorn

George
Multiple areas, esp
Thembalethu, 
Pacaltsdorp & 
Uniondale.
Fewer cases in last few 
days.
Most cases are age 
20-30 years.

Bitou/Knysna
No clear clusters;
Local travellers in Bitou
on holiday.

Last week



Huddle 
report
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Conclusions
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Concluding remarks

1. Case numbers not increasing further in the last week.

2. The hospitalisation and mortality data remain stable at this point. 

3. Increase in cases in specific geographic areas, being tracked.

4. It is essential to ensure a strong focus on surveillance and containment 

for the next 18-24 months.

5. The focus should be on strong behaviour change to avoid 

super-spreader events especially as move towards holiday season.
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Thank you


