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Key Indicators for the Garden 
Route District

- Consistent increase in cases seen in the 
Garden Route district over the last 4 weeks

Admissions have started to consistently 
increase over the last 2 weeks.

Deaths are showing early signs of increase in 
the Garden Route.



Overview of the Garden Route Towns and Suburbs 
contributing to the outbreak

Increase in cases in 
George, Knysna, 

Thembalethu, Plettenberg 
Bay, Pacaltsdorp and 

Mossel Bay



Outbreak is still continuing with cases 
7-14 days ago spreading infection to 

those around them contributing to the 
cases in the last 7 days. 



Over the last 3 weeks we 
see high positive 

proportions from almost 
all Garden Route 

subdistricts 



Over the last 3 weeks we 
see high positive 

proportions from almost 
all Garden Route health 

facilities as well



Garden Route: new 
cases on 18 
November 2020

Data from the teams on the 
ground

Hessequa – 11

Mossel Bay - 29

George – 68

Knysna/Bitou – 109

Kannaland – 2 

Oudtshoorn - 3



Garden Route: 
Hospitalizations
on 18 November 2020

Number in hospital/Critical Care
(Provincial  & Private Sector)

Hessequa – 3/0

Mossel Bay – 30/4  

George – 75/16

Knysna/Bitou – 34/4

Kannaland – 0/0 

Oudtshoorn – 17/2

TOTAL- 159/26



18 Nov 2020
Garden Route: 
Active cases per 
100 000 
population

(Western Cape 65)

Hessequa – 43

Mossel Bay – 229  

George – 319

Knysna/Bitou – 347 / 282

Kannaland – 0 

Oudtshoorn – 60

District- 230



Garden Route 
Surveillance Huddle
18 November 2020



Garden Route: 
Containment 
Strategy

• Surveillance using available data and on the ground 

knowledge. Daily district surveillance huddles. 

• Intensified screening, testing and contact tracing. 

Garden Route has an excellent contact tracing system 

but admits to being under strain. 

• Communication campaign using social media to 

encourage positive behaviour

• Multisectoral response including health, local 

government, law enforcement, education, NPOs etc. 



Garden Route: 
Containment 
Strategy -
continued

• Activating additional Covid bed space in 

hospitals 

• Re-allocation of present staff in routine 

services to provide support for Covid 

activities

• Opening the Vital Testing Unit again at 

George Hosp on Mon, 23 Nov 2020



Concluding 
remarks

• We are continuing to see a significant outbreak 
unfolding in the Garden Route district over the last 4-5 
weeks

• The outbreak seems to be occurring in the George, 
Thembalethu, Conville, Pacalstdorp, Plettenberg Bay, 
and Knysna areas with further spread to surrounding 
regions

• The outbreak is leading to considerably high positive 
proportions in public sector facilities and patients

• This is translating into higher admissions for the district 
over the last week as well.

• Deaths are showing early signs of increase.

• All citizens in the Garden Route district need to 
consider extra vigilance to reduce and contain the 
spread of the virus any further


