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Surveillance & Response Update
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Integrated testing, case, hospitalisation and mortality trends
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Mortality by date of death



© Western Cape Government 2012  |

Current reproduction number (Western Cape)

Approximated based on smoothed doubling times, cases by date of reporting
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Provincial 
Overview

Å Numbers of daily new COVID-19 cases are starting to increase again. We are 
now seeing on average 170 new diagnoses each day and there has been a 
39% week on week increase. 

Å Admissions and deaths are also increasing slightly, but the absolute numbers 
are still small. On average we are having 29 admissions and 4 deaths each 
day.

Å The average proportion positive has increased to 5.8%on 9 May 2021, driven 
largely by increased positivity in the private sector last week.

39% in last wk 
(2 May ς9 May)

17% in last wk
(2 May ς9 May)

8% in last wk 
(2 May ς9 May)



Metro Overview

Å Most sub-districts are showing an increase in cases, although the absolute 
numbers involved vary. 

Å With the public holiday 7-14 days ago, we are expecting to see an increase in 
cases week on week, as we are comparing a week of 5 full days of testing to a 
week of only 4 days. But the increases seen now are larger than expected.

Å An increase in private sector cases in Northern, Eastern and Western is being 
noted.

25% in last wk 
(2 May ς9 May)

41% 

0% 

-100% 

-100% 24% 
36% 

29% 

13% 



Rural Overview
ÅCases numbers in Rural are also starting to increase.

ÅCape Winelands, Garden Route and West Coast in particular are seeing an 
increase in cases.

60%  in last wk 
(2 May ς9 May)

27%

68%

44% 67% -100%



Confirmation of a Resurgence

The Resurgence Monitor shows a sustained increase for 7 days in the number of new cases 
in the current week compared to the previous week which indicates resurgence. 

Increases seen in most districts and subdistricts across the province.



11 May 2021

Surveillance 
Huddle Notes



UKZN INSPIRING GREATNESS

Western Cape genomic surveillance data (GISAID)

Analysis: Deelan Doolabh, Arash Iranzadeh

The NGS-SA network 

focus sequencing capacity 

on supporting regions with 

outbreak resurgence

Ongoing targeted sequencing of cases in WC with travel history or links to 

other B.1.617 cases to identify further B.1.617 cases



Available: https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---23-march-2021;
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---4-may-2021

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---23-march-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---4-may-2021


Available: https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---23-march-2021;
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---4-may-2021

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---23-march-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---4-may-2021


Preparation for the 3 rd wave



3rd wave - resurgence and response

1. We have seen a very concerning increase in the number of cases and now meet the 

resurgence criteria . 

2. Rising number of cases is more worrying than variants of concern (VOC) now identified 

in South Africa, but the combination is concerning . 

3. Behaviour change is key to mitigate the 3 rd wave . We can delay the onset and/or 

reduce the size of the 3 rd wave (flatten the curve) until more people are vaccinated.

4. Need for detailed advisories & messaging to delay and mitigate 3 rd wave covering:

Á Gatherings

o Avoid non -essential gatherings (several clusters from social gatherings reported at huddle)

o Size limits especially for indoor gatherings (recommend smaller than L1 regulations)

o Engagement with religious leaders and sporting bodies

o Enforcement of L1 regulations of social distancing, mask -wearing, hand hygiene especially at events 

with high risk of spread (bars/restaurants/taverns and funerals)

o Recommend remote working if possible

Á Avoid non -essential travel especially to provinces/areas with increasing case numbers

o Clusters linked to interprovincial travel from huddle reports



Overview of the 3rd wave Response Strategy



Containment Paradigm


