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Surveillance & Response Update
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Integrated testing, case, hospitalisation and mortality trends



Current reproduction number (Western Cape)

Approximated based on smoothed doubling times, cases by date of reporting

Reproductive number >1 for 2 months ςcurrently ~1.2



7-day moving average of new cases by province

ÅAll provinces except KZN are in 
a 3rd wave.

ÅGauteng: Early sign of decrease in 
cases but need to watch closely

National trends



Provincial 
Overview

Å Case numbers are continuing increase, and we are currently seeing an 
average of 1969 new diagnoses each day. 

Å Restricted public sector testing criteria will artificially lower public sector case 
numbers. Also as the absolute numbers of cases rise, the percent increases 
become smaller.

Å The proportion positive has also increased markedly to an average of 32%.

Å Admissions are increasing with an average of 170 new admissions per day. 
Deaths have also increased now, with around 35 deaths each day.

29% in last wk 
(25 June ς2 July 2021)

24% in last wk
(25 June ς2 July 2021)

72% in last wk 
(25 June ς2 July 2021)



Metro Overview

Å Overall, there is a 28% week on week increase in cases in the Metro.

Å All the sub-districts are seeing a marked increase in cases.

Å Increasing proportion of cases from the public sector in the Metro in the last 
week.

28% in last wk 
(25 June ς2 July 2021)
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Rural Overview
ÅThe number of new cases in Rural is also increasing, with all districts 

showing increasing case numbers.

ÅPrivate cases still dominate in Cape Winelands, while the rest of Rural has a 
mix of both public and private.

30%  in last wk 
(25 June ς2 July 2021)
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There are currently 24 010 active infectious cases.
This is 6402 more active cases (36%) in the last week.



Currently 
admitted 
patients

ÅThe week on week increases in current admissions have been 
above 20% for more than a week. 

ÅCurrently 2 283 patients are admitted with COVID-19.



Western Cape and 
Cape Town Metro 
now breached 
upper bound of 
expected deaths.
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Surveillance 
Huddle Notes

Increasing case 
numbers make it 
difficult to identify 
clusters 

- shifted to widespread 
community 
transmission and 
mitigation



Comparing the 3 waves
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Å3rd wave possibly slightly slower than 
2nd wave now, but could be earlier 
testing restrictions

ÅHave exceeded the peak of 1st wave

ÅContinue to see different wave patterns 
in different Metro sub-districts ςin 
keeping with previous seroprevalence 
results



City of Cape Town,Breede Valley AND Overberg

SAMRC COVID- 19 AND WASTEWATER EARLY WARNING SYSTEM WEEK 26 
2021

Triangulating with wastewater

Metro: 
SARS-CoV-2 >500 
copies/ml (category 2 or 
higher) at 87% of 
treatment plants 
(same as last week)

10 plants had increased 
SARS-CoV-2 viral load vs 
previous week

8 Treatment plants at 
category 4/5

Theewaterskloof:
ҧ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ н ƛƴ Grabouw. 
!ƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ Ҩ ƻǊ ǳƴŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ όŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ нύΦ

BreedeValley: 
SARS-CoV-2 viral load remains in category 5 in Rawsonville, 
but decreased in De Doornsand Worcester.

Breede
Valley



Tested wastewater from treatment plants 
with SARS-CoV-2 >2000 copies/ml for 
presence of delta variant using PCR test 
that identifies 2 delta mutations.

Delta present:
Å 19/23 treatment plants in Metro

Å All 4 plants in BreedeValley
(Worcester, Rawsonville, TouwsRiver & 
De Doorns)

Å Both plants in Theewaterskloofwith 
SARS-CoV-2 >2000 copies/ml 
(Bot River & Villiersdorp) 

Currently doing full sequencing to confirm PCR 
results

Looking at historic specimens to assess when 
delta emerged

Viral particles in wastewater 
NOT infectious


