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Surveillance & Response Update
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Integrated testing, case, hospitalisation and mortality trends

CMA ðcentred moving average
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New diagnoses (by specimen date)

New diagnoses (by report date, 7d CMA)

Oxygen (bulk public sector provision, x10kg, 7d CMA)

Patients in hospital (Public and Private, 7d CMA)

Deaths by date of death (delay-corrected, 28d limit, incl. DHA, 7d CMA)

Officially reported deaths (7d CMA)

Test positivity (%, 7d CMA)
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Hospitalisation trends of patients with confirmed SARS -CoV -2
(including specialised hospitals, excluding PUIs)
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Mortality by date of death

CMA ðcentred moving average
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Current reproduction number (province -wide)
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Calculated using epiestim
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Cases - based on date of specimen, last few days truncated

Admissions - based on patients admitted on each day, public and private combined

Deaths by date of death with corrections for reporting delays. Lagged by 10 days



Provincial 
Overview

We start with the positive news that the total case numbers have dropped by 21% and is showing a downward 
trajectory. Importantly, this is not being influenced by testing as we did a record number of tests between 7 and 14 
January 2021. 

The proportion positive has dropped further and was 29.6%on the 14th January 2021. This from a high of over 50%. 
The dropping proportion positive explains why we have declining cases, despite record testing. 

Adding to the positive news is the slight drop in hospital admissions. Hospital admissions and occupancy have 
plateaued and reports from the hospitals are that there is a slight decrease in pressure. 

Finally, deaths have stopped increasing. This is important to note, particularly if we consider that a week ago we 
reported a 23% increase in deaths. This is an early positive sign and we will watch this measure over the next week. 

- 21%  in last wk 
(7 Jan-14 Jan)

-6%  in last wk
(7 Jan-14 Jan)

-8%  (4 Jan-11 Jan)
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Active cases

Districts Cape Town subdistricts



Metro Overview
Å Case numbers across the Metro have dropped by 19%, even in 

the context of increased testing. 

Å This drop is consistent across all sub-districts with a particularly 
large decline in the Southern sub-district- 36%

-19% in last wk 
(7 Jan-14 Jan)

-10% 

-20% 

-18% -9% -10% 

-36% 

-20% 

-12% 



Rural Overview

Å There has been an 18% decline in new cases in Rural. 

Å Only the West Coast shows an increase in cases, and even that 
appears to be increasing at a lower rate. 

Å All other sub-districts show a decline in cases.

-18% in last wk 
(7 Jan-14 Jan)

-13% -25% 

1%  

-17% 

-13% 
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City of Cape Town,Breede Valley AND Overberg

SAMRC COVID- 19 AND WASTEWATER EARLY WARNING SYSTEM WEEK 2
2021
update

Triangulating with wastewater

Metro: Declines in SARS CoV-2 RNA signal at several sites 
with previous spikes but some increases noted in:

Athlone
Bellville
Cape Flats
GordonsBay
Wildevoelvlei

Also increase in airport pump 
station. Breede Valley: 

Noticeable increase in TouwsRiver (highest levels to date) and 
Rawsonville

Theewaterskloof:
Increases in Caledon, Botrivierand Grabouw



18 January 
2021 

Surveillance 
Huddle 
Report

Surveillance Update ς Monday 18 January 2021 
 
Metro 

KESS ¶ Numbers are stabilizing  
KMPSS ¶ Nothing major to report. Numbers are stabilizing and no clusters at this 

stage.  

¶ The third ward at Aquarius Hospital of Hope opened on Friday and we 
now have 116 patients altogether 

NTSS ¶ A decline in cases in both Northern and Tygerberg sub-districts has been 
noted 

¶ Mostly household contacts as cases 

¶ Retirement Villages with independent living units are problematic as 
clients move freely between the retirement village and the greater 
community 

SWSS ¶ Nothing major to report 

¶ We are embarking on screening and testing at a few congregate settings 

¶ We are supporting workplaces that have concerns 

 
Rural 

Cape Winelands ¶ Mobile Test lab at Ceres Hospital ς support with reducing the PUIs in the 
EC 

¶ Hospital O2 supply stable 

¶ Non COVID admissionsς high burden 

Central Karoo ¶ Case numbers increasing 

¶ Deaths increasing 

¶ LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ άǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊǎέ ς positive cases in 
the same street. 

¶ Cluster outbreak at old age home in Beaufort West 

Garden Route ¶ Only Hessequa and Kannaland with problematic new numbers now, 
Hessequa starting to improve now 

¶ Hospitals: Oudtshoorn and Riversdale remain at the same busy level, but 
manageable. Other district hospitals manageable. 

¶ George Hospital shows decreased pressure for the first time in a long 
while. 

¶ Overall, we are down from the peak, but numbers still not coming down 
nicely and now hovering at a level which is still quite high; i.e. every day 
sub-districts still getting ongoing ± same number of new cases or slightly 
less; not sure what this means but is not re-assuring. 

Overberg ¶ Definite decline in positive cases since Friday 

¶ Substantial number of patients currently hospitalized (± 87) in public and 
private hospitals (in the District and Metro hospitals) 

¶ High numbers of healthcare workers infected (32 active cases currently)  
 

 
 



The Garden Route has clearly passed the peak of the second wave, and despite a short period of flattening of cases, has returned to a 
downward trajectory of new cases. 

Cases and hospitalisations are on a downward trajectory. 

For the first time since the peak in mid-December, George Regional Hospital is experiencing a decrease in service pressure. 

Garden Route


